HCV point-of-care screening programme and treatment options for people who use drugs in a metropolitan area of Southern Italy.
People who use drugs (PWUD) represent an active reservoir of HCV infection. The prevalence of chronic HCV infection in PWUD in Italy remains unknown because of the lack of systematic screening. Thanks to direct-acting antiviral agents (DAAs), hepatitis C can now be cured in most patients. Thus, the next challenge is to provide linkage-to-care for these patients. In this scenario, we conducted a screening programme in PWUD attending seven Addiction Centers in Southern Italy, as well as a treatment programme in the Liver Unit of the University Hospital of Salerno. We used the OraQuick HCV antibody test to screen the PWUD (from 1 April to 30 September 2018). 593 subjects were consecutively enrolled in the programme; 250 (41.8%) were HCV-Ab-positive. 143 (24.1%) were aware of their infection and had been HCV-RNA-tested: 83 were positive and 60 negative. The remaining 107 subjects (18.1%) had never previously been tested and were unaware of their infection. A total of 160 (26.9%) HCV RNA-positive patients were found and offered antiviral therapy with DAAs. The sustained virological response rate was 98.5% and no adverse events were recorded. Two patients voluntarily discontinued treatment. No reinfections have been recorded to date. The prevalence of HCV-Ab positivity was high in the PWUDs enrolled in this study, and almost half the patients were unaware of being HCV-positive. The linkage-to-care provided was safe and effective, and no case of reinfection was recorded.